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Closely allied to welfare supervision 
as noted is the necessity for adequate 
provision of canteen facilities where 
workers may obtain a dietary contain- 
ing a sufficient proportion and quan- 
tity of nutritive material, sufficiently 
varied, easily digestible, and at a rea- 
sonable cost, which will enable them 
to maintain their health and output. 
It is the conviction o!f the committee 
that "in the highest interest of both 
employers and workers proper facili- 
ties for adequate feeding arrangements 
should be available in or near, and 
should form an integral part of, the 
equipment of all modern factories and 
workshops." This policy "has abun- 
dantly justified itself from a business 
and commercial point of view." 
Marked improvement in the physical 
condition of workers, a reduction of 
sickness, less absence and broken time, 
less tendency to alcoholism, and in- 
creased efficiency and output, a sav- 
ing of time to ;the workmen, greater 
contentment, and better midday venti- 
lation of the workshops are some of. 
the benefits noted. 

The bulletin includes some sugges- 
tions as to dietary for munition work- 
ers, based upon a careful analysis of 
meals provided by canteens and hotels 
and the food brought by workers. 

The committee urges the importance 
of providing opportunities for wash- 
ing so that workers may be clean and 
tidy when they leave their employ- 
ment. Bathing facilities should be pro- 
vided in many industries especially 
where workers are exposed to great 
heat and excessive dust or brought into 
contact with poisonous materials. 

The article on the value of welfare 
work to the employer is based upon the 
proposition that since the employer 
gives careful attention to his machinery 
in order to maintain output, he should 
give at least as much consideration to 
human beings, which are infinitely more 
complex and delicate than machines, 
if he would obtain a satisfactory out- 
put. 
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SCIENTIFIC ITEMS 

WE record with regret the death of 
Arnold Hague, a distinguished geol- 
ogist of the U. S. Geological Survey, 
and of Herbert William Conn, profes- 
sor of biology in Wesleyan University 
and Connecticut state bacteriologist. 

AT the recent meeting of the Na- 
tional Academy. of Sciences, Dr~ 
Charles D. Walcott, secretary of the 
Smithsonian Institution, was elected 
president, in succession to Professor 
William Hl. Welch, of the Johns Hop- 
kins University. Professor A. A. 
Michelson, of the. University of Chi- 

cago, was elected vice-president. The 
following members were elected: Ed- 
ward KIasner, mathematics; Walter S. 
Adams, astronomy; Theodore Lyman, 
Walter C. Sabine, S. W. Stratton, 
physics; W. R. Whitney, chemistry; J. 
J. Carty, electrical engineering; W. F. 

Durand, marine engineering; H. M. 

Howe, metallurgy; E. O. Ulrich, geol- 

ogy; Robert Ridgway, ornithology; 
Harvey Cushing, William S. Halsted, 
surgery; L. H. Bailey, botany; Ed- 
ward L. Thorndike, psychology. 

THE Council of National Defense 
and the National Research Council 
have sent six American men of science 
to England and France to study prob- 
lems arising out of the war. Members 
of the party and the subjects in which 
they will specialize are: Dr. Joseph S. 

Ames, Johns Hopkins University, aero- 
nautical conditions; Dr. Richard P. 

Strong, Harvard University, and Dr. 
Linsley R. Williams, assistant health 
commissioner of New York State, 
health and sanitation; George A. Hu- 
lett, Princeton University, chemistry of 
explosives; Dr. Harry Fielding Reid, 
Johns Hopkins University, scientifie 
map making and photography from 
airplanes, and Dr. George R. Burgess, 
of the Federal Bureau of Standards, 
metals suitable for guns and rigid 
dirigibles. 
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